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THE FIRST FREE LIBRARY 

IN MANCHESTEE: 
A CHAPTER OF LOCAL HISTOBT. 

•ft* 

It is well known ihat the first '<Free" 
Library establiBhed under the Pablio Libraries 
Act of 1850 was that of Manchester, and it is 
commonly belieyed that Manchester can also 
claim the credit of possessing one of 
the first, if not indeed the yery first 
"Pfee" Public Library established in 
England— the one founded by Humphrey 
Chetham, and which still perpetuates the 
name of that generous benefactor. It is evi- 
dent, howeyer, as will presently appear, that 
there was ''a liberarie for the use of the 
towne," maintained, too, by << local rates," 
before the date eyen of Ohetham's benefaction. 
Frem a letter preeeryed in the Tanner MSS. 

(144, fo. 31) in the Bodleian Library it would 
seem that there was a project for the establish- 
ment of a library in Manchester as early as 
1636, when James, Lord Strange, afterwards 
Earl of Derby— the '' martyr " earl, as he is 
familiarly called— gaye the Stanley Ohapel in 
the Oollegiate Church for the purpose. 

"When last yon were with me I heard yon say my 
Ckapell att Manohester wanted some repaire— at that 
time I f orgott to give yon direotionB abont it. Bnt now 
my pleasve is that whereas some of my servants that 



had lately been in those partei have told me the desire 
of ye Warden and f eUowea there wiahing each a plaoe 
fer their Librarie. I am well oontenbed and give yon 
Commande to tell them eoe ; And therefore yon shall 
deHver erer the same nnto them Assnring them of any 
kindness or enrtesee I ean doe them— Soe I bidd yon 
farewell. — ^Yor Master 
Lathome ye 10 of Deo 1636 Stbakos 

This letter is addressed to (Thomas) " Fox/' 

a younger son, probably, of the John Fox, of 

Rhodes, in Pilkington, who was oomptxoUer of 

the household of Henry, fourth Earl of Derby, 

grandfather of the writer, and who attended 

that nobleman when he was sent by Queen 

Elizabeth as ambassador to Franoe in 1584-5. 

It is endorsed 

Memoran, Decemb. 17, 1636. 

The Ohapple which did belonge to James Lord Strange 
was by his direction to Mr. Thomas Fox, deUyered np 
to the Warden and ffellowes of Xst GolL in Manchester 
fenaded by Kinge Charles, for the perpetnall enjoyment 
of the Goll. aforesaid and for the nse of a Library : in 
witness wherof the said Tho. ffox hath pnt to his hand 
la ye presence of Thomas ffox 

Httf h Willyams 

Itaadel Tipping 

Thomas bnlloek 

This library would seem to have been intended 
for the exolusive use of the Collegiate body, 
though Oanon Raines, with good reason no doubt, 
inclines to the belief that it was for the good of 
the town. Though the chapel was given up to the 
Warden and fellows for the purposes named, it 
does not appear that the project was oyer carried 
out. Another effort made a few years later 



was more Baocessfoli when Henry Pendleton, 
a member of an old Manchester family, and re- 
lated to the Beckes, the Beswiokes, the Oldhams, 
the Bradfords, the Hulmes, and other local 
worthies gave up the ancient chantry in the 
Collegiate Church caUed Jesus Chantry, which 
was then (1653) in a roofless and ruined condition, 
as a depository for the library which John 
Prestwich, the representative of a family then 
located at Hulme, but who, having become 
impoverished by fines and sequestrations during 
the Civil Wars, were compelled a few years 
later to surrender their ancestral home, had 
offered to bestow upon the town. 

In the old Court Leet Records, preserved 
among the archives of the Manchester Cor« 
poration, there are many curious entries relating 
to this " Free " Library and the payments out 
of the public rates for its maintenance. 

The first entry on the Court Bolls is described 
as :— 

A Coppie of the Deed of PendletonB Chappell other- 
wise called Jesus Chappell 

This Indenture made the Twentieth day of Augnat la 
the year of onr Lord God aocording to the compntacon 
of the Chnroh of England one thoneand six hundred 
ffif ty and three Betweene Henry Pendleton of Manchester 
in the Oonnty of Lancaster Gentlemen Edward Johnson 
of the same Mercer and James Lancashire of Manoheeter 
aforesaid Clothier npon th' one part And Sr Edward Mos- 
ley of Hongh m the said County of Lancastr Barronett 
Alexander BaddyfFe of Ordsall in the same County of 
the Honrble Order of the Bathe Knight Thomas Prest* 
wich of Holme in the said Coxmty of Lancaster Bichard 
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He jrioke aforesaid Clarke Biohaxd Holland of Denton in 
the Bald Oonnty of lanoaster Esqe Hnmf rey Chetham 
of Cleyton in the said oonni^ Esquire Alexander Barlow 
of Barlow in the said oovniy Esquire Bichard Haworth 
of Manchester aforesaid Esquire Bobert Hyde of Denton 
aforesaid Esquire Thomas Biroh of Birch in the afore- 
said Oonnty of Lancaster Esqnire John Prestwioh 
Batchelor of Diyinity and one of the ffellows of All 
Souls Colledge in Oxford Bichard HoUingworth of Man- 
chestr aforesaid Clarke John Hartley of Strangways in 
the aforesaid Oonnty of Lancaster Esqnire Bichard 
Baddyffe of Manohestr aforesaid Esqnire Nicholas 
Mosley of Ancoates in the same Connty Esqnire John 
Lightbowne and Bobert Booth of Grayes Inn in the 
Connty of Middlesex Esqrs And Samnell Birch of 
Ardwicke in the Connty of Lancaster aforesaid gentle* 
man upon the other part. 

Witnesseth That whereas the said John Prestwich 
hath given seyerall Bookes nnto the Inhabitants of the 
Towne of Manchester aforesaid to be kept within some 
convenient place within the said Towne for a liberarie 
for the nse of the said Towne And whereas the 
Chappell hereafter herein menconed is thought fitt to be 
a librarie or repositorie for the same bookes or any 
other Bookes which shalbe given and bestowed to the 
nse and purpose aforesaid And whereas the said 
Chappell is at present in great mine and decay the 
roofe thereof being fallen and will require greate 
snmes of monie for the reperacon thereof and making 
thA same fitt ftr the purpose aforesaid. And whereas 
the Inheritance of the said Chappell is or is oon- 
oeived to be in them the said Henry Pendleton Edward 
Johnson and James Lancashire or in some of them they 
the said Henry Pendleton Edward Johnson and James 
Lancashire are willing and desirous to further soe good 
a works and therefore and for that end and purpose 
and for other good causes and consideraoons them 



thiminto moYoiiiff thej the said Henzy Pendleton 
Edwazd Johnson and James Lanoaahire Ha/oe granUd 
Aliened enfeoffed and confennld And by theee pre- 
■entfl doe grant alien enfeoffe and oonfinne onto the 
said Sz Edward Mosley Sr Alexander Badclyffe 
Thomas FMstwioh Biohard Hoyrioke Biohard Hol- 
land Hwnphrey Ohetham Alexander Barlow Biohard 
Haworth Bobert Hyde Thomas Birch John Prestwioh 
Biehard HoUingwood John Hartl^ Biohard Badolyffe 
Nicholas Mosley, John LightbownCi Bobert Booth and 
Samnell Birehi and their heirs and assigns for ever All 
that the Ohappellwith the appurtenance oemonly or 
h eteio f ore sometimes oalled Jesns Chappell situate and 
being within the Collegiate or Paroohiall Ghnroh of 
Manchester aforesaid in the said County of Lancaster 
upon the south side or part thereof Between one Chappell 
there called Trafford Chappell on the West part thereof 
and one other place there called the Chapter house 
on the East part thereof And all wages 
easments liberties profitts and comodities whatsoever to 
the said Chappell commonly or sometimes heretofore 
called Jesus ChappellMonging or in any wise appertey- 
neing And all Deeds Grants CTidenoe and writeings only 
touchingand concemeiDg the said Chappell and premisses 
or only anie part or paroell thereof To home <md to Jiould 
the aforesaid Chappell and premisses hereby granted 
or ment or menconed to be herein or hereby granted as 
aforesaid with the appurtenance unto the said Sr 
Edward Mosley Sr Alexander Baddiffe Thomas Prest- 
wioh Biehard Heyricke Biehard HoUaud Humphrey 
Chetham Alexander Barlow Biehard Haworth Bobert 
Hyde Thomas Birch John Prestwioh Bichaid Hollin- 
worth f ohn Hartley Biohard Badolyffe, Nieholas Mosley 
John liightbowne Bobert Booth and Samuell Bireh 
and their heirs and assigns for ever to the use and 
behoofe of them the said Sr Edward Mosley Sr Alex- 
ander Baddiffe Thomas Prestwioh Biohard Heyricke 
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Biohard HoUaDd Hnmfrey Chetham Alexander Barlow 
Bichard HaworthBobertHydeThomaBBirch John Frest- 
wichBlchardHollinworthJolmHartleyBioliardBadcljffe 
Nioholas Mosley John Lightbowne Bobert Booth and 
Samnell Biroh their heirs and ABBigna for ever 
Aocording to the tenor purpose effect and tme meaneing 
of theise presents Batifieing and allowing all and what- 
soever the sayd Attnmies or either of them shall doe or 
oaosetobe done in or about the premises or any part 
thereof as if the same were executed and done by them 
the said Henry Pendleton Edward Johnson and James 
Lancashire As their own acts and deeds 

In witness whereof the parties aforesaid to these pre- 
sent Indentures have interchangeably sett their hands 
and scales the day and year just above written 

Hbnbt Pendleton Edwabd Johnson 

Jambs Lancashire 
Sealed signed and delivered 

in the presence of 
Baph Poole 
Tho Ouldhah 
Nathan Leboh 

Bee it remembered that the eighteenth day of may in 
the year of our Lord God one thousand six hundred 
fifty and five the within named Evan Clarke and Samuell 
HolUnworth Attorneys within menooned did by vertue 
of the warrant or letter of Attorney within conteyned 
and the power and authority thereby unto them given 
enter into the Ghappell within menconed Galled Jesus 
Chappell and thereof and therein did take possession 
and seiflin for and in the name likewise of all and every 
the hereditaments within granted and Inmiediately after 
seisin and possession soe taken and had as aforesaid they 
the said Evan Clarke and Samuell HolUnworth did give 
unto the likewise Bich. HolUnworth for ye use of himselfe 
and of the likewise within named Sr Edward Mosley 
Sr Alexander Baddyffe* Thomas Frestwich Bichard 

*Eia«ed in the copy. 
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E^rioke Biohard Holland Alexander Baarlow Bichard 
Haworth Bobert Hjde Thomas Birch John Prestwich 
John Hartley Biohard Badolyffe Nicholas Mosley John 
Lightbowne Bobert Booth and Samnell Birch peace- 
able and quiett possession and seisin of and in the said 
Chappell for and in the name of fall and peaceable 
possession and seisin thereof and of all and every the 
hereditaments within granted or within menconed to be 
there or thereby granted To have and to honld 
According to the tenor purport effect and tme meaneing 
of this present within written Deed or Indentnre in the 
prsenoe and witnesse of ns 

BoBBBT Hydb, Jan. 

William Meeeb. 

BOBEBT SeDDON. 

John Lindlbt. 
Nathan Leech. 

The feoffees named in the above recited deed were 
among the most inflnential of the inhabitants of Man- 
chester, many of them being men who had taken an 
active part in the stirring events of the day, and a 
brief notice of whom may not, therefore, be altogether 
nninteresting. 

Sir Edward Mosley, of the Hough, whose name heads 
the list, was a grandson of Sir Nicholas Mosley, Ent.^ 
who in 1596 pnrohased the manor of Manchester of 
John Lacy, and three years later became Lord Mayor 
of London. Like the Prestwiches, Sir Edward was a 
staunch supporter of the Boyalist cause, and in recog- 
nition of his services a patent of baronetoy was granted 
him by the King in 1640. In 1642, when Lord Derby 

laid siege to Manchester, he placed his town abode, the 
Lodge in Aldport Park, Deansgate (which was burnt to 
the gronnd during the siege), at the disposal of the 
Earl. Subsequently his estates were sequestered, 
and only restored on the payment of a fine of 
^1,874 as the punishment of his " delinquenoy." 
This payment and the moneys he had advanced 
from time to time for the King's use greatly 
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impoYeriBhed his estat6B« and bxonght him under 
peonniary obligationB to Hnmplirey Chetham, who 
appears to have combined with hia ordinary trading the 
business of a money-lender, a oironmstance oonceminff 
which there are some cnrions letters still preserved 
among the Chetham MSS. Chetham, who exacted the 
somewhat nsorions rate of 8 per cent for the accom- 
modation, had eventually to prosecnte his claim in the 
Common Fleas, and there obtained a judgment in 1649. 

Sir Alexomder BadcUffe, of OrdsaU, who had also been 
an active Boyalist at the siege of Manchester, was 
descended from Sir John Sadcliffe, a younger son of 
Bichard Badcliffe, of Baddiffe Tower, near Bury, who 
married Joan, daughter of Sir Bobert Holland and 
sister of Thomas, Earl of Kent, the husband of Joan 
Plantagenet, better known as "The Fair Maid of 
Kent," who afterwards became the wife of Edward the 
Black Prince. This Sir John was seated at Ordsall as 
early as 1302, and his descendants continued there for 
more than three and a half centuries, the last of the 
race who occupied the old ancestral home being Sir 
Alexander, who died in 1654, leaving a son, John Bad- 
cliffe of Attleborough, who died at Stoke in 1669, when 
the Ordsall line became extinct, and the estate, with the 
furniture, paintings, books, and even the private cor- 
respondence of the family, passed by purchase into the 
hands of the Birches^ of Ardwiok« 

Thomas Preaimeh was the elder brother of the donor 
of the Library, and the representative of a f amOy which 
had been settled at Hulme Hall as fax back as 1434, 
when a branch of the old family of the Prestwiches, of 
Prestwioh, first acquired possession of the mansion. 
Tradition states that he had been induced by his mother, 
then a widow, to make large pecuniary sacrifices in the 
cause of Chavles I., in acknowledgment of which, and 
as a solace for the losses he had sustained, he was 
created a Baronet. He had, however, become so im- 
poverished that in 1654 he mortgaged Hulme to Nicholas 
Moflley* of Ancoats, whose younger brother. Sir Edward 
Moflley} beoame the owner by puzohase in 1660« 
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Riehmd HeuricJce was the puritan Warden of Man- 
chester. His father was a jeweller to James I., and 
the son, it is said, obtained his wardenship in discharge 
of a debt dne from the king. This singular personage 
oommenoed in Lancashire with a violent dennndation 
of the Papists. He sided with the Parliament ; took 
the Covenant ; was one of the Assembly of Divines : 
took the Engagement ; joined Case in Love's plot in 
1651 ; in 1654 assisted in the Committee of scandalous 
ministers ; and was zealons for the Sestoration j con- 
formed in 1662, and through all the changes remained 
Warden of Manchester holding the office up to the time 
of his death in 1667. 

Colonel Biehard Hollomd ?ras the representative of 
the younger line of a family, long distinguished in the 
annals of Lancashire, which had acquired the Denton 
estates by marriage about the middle of the fourteenth 
century. He was a rigid Puritan, and one of the first 
to declare on the side of the Parliamentarian party, in 
the interest of which he took the command of Man- 
chester when it was besieged by the Boyalist forces. 

Htwi^Tvrey Chetham, the founder of the great library, 
whose name is endeared to every Manchester man, and 
to whom Fuller has accorded a well^deserved niche in 
his gallery of " The Worthies of England," did notlive 
to see the completion of the work which Prestwich had 
projected, his death ooourring at Clayton on the 12th 
October, 1653, less than two months after the execution 
of the deed. 

AUacmder Ba/rlow was the representative of an ancient 
and honourable family which had been located at Barlow 
Hall from the time of the first Edward, and the members 
of which through the vicissitudes of the Beformation 
and the Bevolution had remained steadfast in their 
adherence to the faith of their fathers ; suffering severely 
however by frequent confiscation of their property for 
their devotion, yet living, as far as they were allowed, 
in peace and charity with their Protestant neighbours. 
Alexander Barlow« like Chetham, died before the comple- 
tion of the Library, his death ooourring about the year 
1654. 
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Of Richard Hawotth oompantiTely little is known, 
ihouffh he muBt hare belonged to the popnlar partji 
from the circnmatanoe of his haTing been chosen a 
member of the Committee for the oonnly of Lancaster 
appointed by an ordinanoe of Parliament in 1645. He 
was a member of a local family, and the ancestor pro- 
bably of the Haworths who had their residence in the 
Long Millgato ^the honse now occupied as the Man- 
chester Arms Hotel), and whose name was until recently 
preserved in "Haworth's Gates," a narrow passage 
that originally led to the garden, orchard, and pleasure 
grounds in the rear of the house, and the site of which 
is now intersected by the busy thoroughfare of C!or- 
poratiou-street. Of this stock, Abraham Haworth« 
linen draper, who died in 1759, left a son, John 
Haworth, whose only surviving daughter and heiress, 
Sarah, married, July 27, 1775, the Hon. Edward 
Percivali brother of the ill-fated Spencer Peroival, who 
was shot in the lobby of the House of Commons by 
Bellingham in 1812, on the very night on which he had 
announced his intention of bringing forward a vote for 
the payment of a sum of money as a national acknow- 
ledgment of the inventive genius of a Lancashire 
worthy— Samuel Crompton, the inventor of the mule. 

Bohert Hydot who resided at Hyde Hall, in Denton, 
was a near neighbour of Colonel Holland, and, like him, 
an active supporter of the political and religious 
interests of the anti-Boyalist party. With his servants 
and dependente, whom he had armed, he assisted in the 
defence of Manchester, and successfally opposed 
Colonel Holland's proposition to surrender the town. 
He lived through the most eventful period of EngUmd's 
history, and, after witnessing the restoration of 
monarchy, died in 1684, at the advanced age of 82. 

Thomas Birch of Birch Hall, in Busholme, was as 
active a supporter of the Parliamentarian cause as the 
Hollands and the Hydes, though unlike the heads of the 
two Denton houses, he zealously supported the measures 
of Cromwell and the Independente in opposition to the 
Presbyterians of the county and uniformly acted «nith 
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the extreme party u^ BnbYerking the monarchy. When 
the oivil disBensions began he plaoed himself at the dis- 
posal of the Parliament, and served as a oaptain under 
Lord Wharton, and it was his impetuosity that brought 
about a collision with the two parties on the oooasion 
of the banquet given to Lord Strange at Man- 
chester, and caused the first blood to be shed in 
that great struggle. In 1649 he forcibly attempted 
to seize the revenues of the Collegiate Church, 
and when Warden Heyrick refused to give up 
possession his soldiers broke open the door of the 
chapter house and seized the chapter chest. The con- 
tents were sent up to London where they were destroyed 
during the great fire. About the same time his arrogant 
demeanour led to the temporary abandonment, and had 
well-nigh led to the frustration of Chetham's benevolent 
project. At a later period of his career he served as 
Colonel under Lord Fairfax, and to his name attaches 
much of the odium in connection with the execution of 
the Earl of Derby, which, it is said, was brought about 
to gratify a feeling of revenge, he having had at one 
time to hide under a hay-cart to escape the Earl's 
vengeance, from which circumstance he obtained the 
sobriquet of Lord Derby's carter. 

Jolvl^ Prestwieht who is named among'the feofFeea, 
was the donor of the Library. He was the younger 
son of Edmund Prestwich, of Hulme, and brother of 
the Thomas Prestwich before named ) his mother being 
Margaret, daughter of Edward Brereton, a younger son 
of Sir Urian Brereton, of Handforth, in Cheshire. He 
was a Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, and died 
90th July, 1679. 

Biehovrd HolUnworth, who is more familiarly known 
as the author of " Mcmewnimais," was a Fellow of the 
Collegiate Church, having been elected successor to 
William Bourne, who died August 26, 16^ ; his right 
to the office was however disputed, on the ground that 
the Collegiate body had been dissolved, and that the 
Covenant which he had subscribed annihilated all 
Chapters. He was a violent polemic and an uncom- 
B 
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promiaing adYooate of Presbytenamsm, oontending for 
the saperiority of its diaoipliiie over that of Episoopaoy 
or the multifariotiB systemB of the IndependentB. He 
died Nov. 11, 1656, and waa anooeeded by good old 
Henry Newcome, the earnest Puritan and Boyaliat. 

John Howiley belonged to a thriving burgher family, 
and, being snocessftil in hia bnaineBa as a draper, por- 
chaaed Strangewaya Hall about the year 1624. Ten 
yeara later hia name ocoura aa a liberal helper in the 
building of the Salford Chapel. On the breaking out 
of hoatilitiea between Charlea and hia Parliament he 
muat have been a " Church-and-King man," for he 
aigned the addreaa presented to Lord Strange at Orda^U 
denouncing the Farliamentariana for driving him out of 
Mancheater the day preceding. Hia yiewa, however, 
muat have apeedily undergone a change, for two 
months later he became party to the bargain with 
the old German engineer, Boaworm, to keep Lord 
Strange out of the town. About thia time 
John Freatwioh, the founder .of the Library, 
who had farmed the Grammar School Com Milla, waa 
deprived of hia leaae for having aided with the King, 
and by an ordinance of Parliament a new leaae waa 
granted to Hartley. Notwithatanding the fickleneaa of 
hia character Hartley moat have been much truated by 
hia fellow townsmen, for in 1645 the money raiaed in 
London for the poor in Mancheater auffering from the 
plague waa remitted to him. In 1649 he aerved the 
office of Sheriff for hia native county, and in the follow- 
ing year hia name with that of hia aon-in-law appears as 
witneasing the return of Major-General Woraley— 
Mancheater'a first repreaentative— to Cromwell's second 
parliament. His death occurred about the year 1655. 

Bichard BadcUffe vraa one of the family of Baddiife 
Hall, a moated houae, commonly known aa " The Pod," 
that stood on the banks of the pond where originally 
was placed the ducking-stool, and the name of which is 
still perpetuated in " Pool-fold," and he waa remotely 
connected with the family of the same name located at 
Ordsall, On the death of Uajor-General Worsley, in 
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1656, he WM retnmed in the writi aad as from the 
aigiiatiireB appended to the indenture it appears his 
election was promoted by the Presbyterians, it may be 
assumed that he belonged to that party. 

Nicholas Mosley, of Ancoats, a kinsman of Sir Edward 
Mosley of the Hongh, was the direct ancestor of 
the present Sir Tonman Mosley of BoUeston. He was 
a stannoh Boyalist and was fined by the Parliamenb in 
1648 for supporting the King's cause. He took a 
prominent part in the rejoicings at Manchester on the 
occasion of the restoration of Charles 11., when, as it is 
recorded, bonfires blazed for a week, when the gutters 
were flooded with strong beer, and the conduit in the 
Market-place ran streams of wine instead of water. 
He died October 1672 and was buried in the Collegiate 
Church. 

John Lighthown was a son of James Lightbown, a 
successful tradesman of Manchester and the sister of 
Ann wife of Thomas Minshull the apothecary and 
relation of Milton's third wife. He was educated for 
the law and became a bencher of Gray's Tnn and 
was the intimate friend and confidential adTiser of 
Humphrey Chetham. He died December 23, 1667. 

Echert Booth who is also described as of Gray's Inn 
of which too his father was a bencher was a grandson 
of Humphrey Booth of Salford, a successful merchant, 
who almost entirely at his own cost built and endowed 
Trinity Church in Salford. Bobertwho became Chief 
Juceof the Common Pleas in Ireland and a Pri^y 
CounseUor of that kingdom received the honour of 
knighthood. He died in 1681 and was buried at Sal- 
ford Chapel. His mother was Ann daughter of Oswald 
Mosley of Anooats and the sister of Nicholas Mosley 
named above. 

Distantly connected with the Bhrches, of Birch, was 
Samuel Bvrch, of Ardwick, the intimate friend of Henry 
Newcomeand thefather of that distinguished Parliament- 
ary soldier and senator. Colonel John Birch. As before 
stated, he became the owner, by purchase, of the old 
hall at Ordsall, whither he removed, and he continued 
to reside there until his death, in 1688-9. 
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Though the deed of oonveyanoe of the library 
was executed in Angnst, 1653, it will be seen 
that seisin of the premises was not obtained 
until May, 1655, and that in the interval two 
of the feoffees — Sir Alexander Badcliffe and 
Humphrey Ghetham — ^had been remnvfid by 
death. 

In the reoords of the Easter court leet for the 
following year (5th April, 1656) there are these 
three entries referring toPrestwich's Library in 
the Jesus Chapel, the first of which is especially 
interesting, as showing that the building was 
repaired and maintained out of the local rates, 
one of the earliest instances on record of their 
being applied for the support of such an insti- 
tution :— 

Whereas oertaine gentlemen hare by the Towneemeas 
oonsent And wth their moneye and for the only behoof e 
of the Towne have purchased of Henry Pendleton late 
of Manchestr Gent. And ofchers interested therein 
The place or Chappell on the South side of Manchester 
Ghnroh oomonly called Pendletons chappell as by 
writeinges drawn to that effect may mote att Large 
appeare And there nppon by yirtae of an ordinance of 
Parliam't made in th yeare of our Lord 1647 for re- 
payer of Churches And the Towne stands 
liable to the reparacon of the said place or 
Chappell so purchased as well as the said Henry 
Pendleton and other former owners weare 
whilst it was theirs Therefore wee the Jury of this 
prsent Leet doe order that the aaid ordinance be put in 
execncon. And the aforeeaid Chappell or place be ac- 
cordingly repayred as for an English Library soe alsoe 

or keepeing the p'ieh Church warme and safe from 
molestacon And wee alioe order that the Mizelayers doe 
lay a tax upon the Inhabitants of the Towne for repayre 
thereof And doe desire Mr. Henry Dickinson and Mr. 
James Lancashire to oversee and order the xepaire of the 
same. 
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This Jnrie npon Infonnaoon being giTen and finding 
that the anme of Two Hundred Ponnd which in tyme 
of the late warrswaa giYennnto the Towne by diyers 
of the well af ected of onr f rends and Inhabitants within 
and near the Cytie of London, which said Bxuue of two 
hundred pounds was intmsted and deposited (as doth 
appeare) into the hands of Mr. Bichard Heyriok Warden 
of the Collidge of Manohestr And Eowland Hnnt of the 
same Esqr. to be disposed of and impl(^ed for the 
pnblio good of the said towne att their disoression 
and appoyntmt and for as maoh as it doth appeare 
that there doth onely remaine of the aforesaid two 
hnndred pounds undisposed of the just sume of fortyo 
pounds that ia to say in the hands of Mr. Heriok afore- 
said the sume of Twentie pounds as alsoe in the hands 
of Bowland Hunt Esqr or his assigneB the like sume of 
Twentie pounds. 

The Jurie upon consideraoon that whereas the sume 
of fiftie and five pounds or thereabouts of the aforesaid 
Money hath beene and is alredy imployed and bestowed 
for the purchase of and towards the repayxing and pre- 
pareingeof a certain place adioyneinge to the Quire 
part of the p'ish Church of Manchestr formerly knowne 
by the name of Pendletons Chappell, intended for and 
towards the use of the Towne of Manchestr and par- 
ticularly for the placeing and fizin^e of some English 
Bookes there for publick benefitt and now for the 
further promoteinge and enoourageing soe good a 
worke we the Jurie of this p'sent Leete doe order 
that the said Bichard Heyricke Warden and Bowland 
Hunt be entreated and desired to pay in the remainder 
of the aforesaid two hundred pounds for the uses and 
intente above specified into the hands of Mr. James 
Lancashire and Mr. Henry Dickinson who are intrusted 
as overseam of the said worke And this Jurie doth order 
that the said Bichard Hericke upon his payment of the 
said sume of Twentie pounds being the whole remainder 
that is in his hands of the said two hundred pounds 
into the hands of the aforesaid oyerseers shall be well 
and Boffioiently acquitted and discharged by receipt or 
release under their hands and scales And alsoe that the 
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Baid Bowland Hunt or his asBignea upon hia or their pay- 
ment of the some of twentie ponncUi beinge all the 
remainder of the aforesaid Two hundred that is in his 
hands into the hands of the aforesaid Overseers in the 
like manor shall be soffioiently discharged by receipt 
ox release nnder the hands and seales of the said over- 
seers. 

At the Court Leet, held on the 7th October, 
1656, the following order was made :— ■ 

Whereas, there hath beene a former Order made by 
the Jorie of the Leet in Aprill 1656 and by the consent 
of the Qent. of this towne for the purchasing of a 
Ohappell comonly called by the name of Pendletona 
Chappell as by writeings in the fformer order Beoited to 
that effect will appeare And alsoe by virtne of an 
ordinance of Farliamt 1647 for the repayringe of 
Ohnrches and Ohappells the Towne haveinge made 
purchase thereof for a publique benefitt and lyable to 
repayre the same upon thePnbliqueChargeof the Towne. 
Therefore wee the Juris of this present Leet doe order 
that the ordinance of Farliamt before recited be putt in 
Execucon and that the said Ohappell be repaired by a 
generall tax upon the Inhabitants of this towne of 
Manchestr and that the said taze be layed by the present 
Myzelayers and soe by the Myzelayers from tyme to 
tyme soe that it may be finished for an English Librarie 
for the benefitt of the towne and oountrey and that it 
may be repayred to keep the Oongregacon from Cold in 
the Winter and more wholesome sittinge in the Parish 
Church. 

The next entry in relation to the Library bears 
date 26 April, 1660, and is as follows :— 

The said Jury do approve and allowe of the accounts 
of Mr. James Lancashire concemeinge Pendletona 
ChappeU and doe order Mr SamueU Butler and Mr 
William Hunter present constables forthwith to pay 
unto him the sume of six pounds thirteen shillings and 
foure pence beinge due to him upon aooount. 

It ia likewise ordered by the same Jury that the 
present Constables shall in convenient tpn» pay unto 
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Mr. Henry Diokenioxi aad Mr. JameB Luioaahire soe 
mnoh money as will fenoe and flagg the floore of the 
said Chappell who are desired to see the same done 
accordingly And that if any p'son be deaironB to 
make nse of the same for a bnryinge place They are to 
pay nnto the Clarke the Same of ffifteene ahUlingB for 
every bnriall to be dispoBed of by the aforesaid Mr. 
Dickenson and Mr. Lancashire for the reparacon of the 
said Chappell. 
The next order made by the Court was in 

October, 1661, aad is as follows :-— 

Whereas the last Constables have in their hands 
Eleayen ponnds fiye shillings of the Townes money the 
same Jury doe order that the said money be 
deliTcred to the present Constables Mr. Thomas Becke 
and Mr. ffrancis Worthington who are hereby ordered 
with the assistance of Mr. Thomas Minshnll Mr. 
Samnell Harmer Mr. Ralph Poole and Mr. William 
Byrom or any of them to See the Townes Chappell for the 
English Lybrarie ioyneinge to the Church formerly 
called Pendleton's Chappell That the floore thereof be 
oonyeniently Laid and flagged and nnder the Librarie 
boarded and the charge defrayed ont of the said money 
And that if any Boriall place happen hereafter to be 
there they shall be with consent of the Constables 
and their assistants aboyesaid And the moneys soe 
raised to be paid to the Constables for the time beinge 
for repaire of the said Chappell and Lybrarie And 
that of the Eleayen pounds and ffiye. shillings they haye 
libertie to expend thereupon all save ffive pounds 

At a later date the library giyen by Prestwioh 
was considerably enlarged, through the thought- 
ful beneficence of Ghetham. In addition to sums 
set apart by that " worthy " for the foundation 
of the '' Great Library," he bequeathed £200 for 
the purchase of " Godly English books" to be 
set up, chained upon desks, in conyenient places 
in certain churches and chapels in Lancashire, 
yiz. , the churches of Manchester and Bolton^ and 
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the chapels of Tarton, Walmsley, and Gorton^ 
Oat of this bequest a sum of £70 was, on the 16th 
April, 1655| apportioned by the trustees for Man- 
chester, and the Jesus Chantry, in which Prest- 
wlch's bool:8 were placed, was chosen as the de- 
pository. The collecting of the books made little 
or no progress, but eventually the assistance of 
Henry Newcome, the meek and earnest Purit-an 
divine, who had been lately appointed as Holling- 
worth's successor, was called in, as appears by a 
minute of the Ohetham trustees dated 23 April, 
1660, and with him the responsibility of selection 
mainly rested. The work, however, went on 
slowly, and in his " diary," under date 30 
October, 1661, Newcome writes :— 

'* I was somewhat tionbled yt ye English library was 
still pat off, bat I hope it will yet be donein dae time." 

And on the same day he adds :-^ 

'* I took some little viewe of ye bookes In ye cata- 
logae for the Enfflish library, & cast ap the samme 
as well as I ooold." 

On the following day he 

" went oat to ye library aboat ye English bookes, 
& wee resolyed upon a way & pat them in some falre 
readynes." 

This is followed by frequent allusions to the 
work on which he was engaged, and on the 11th 
December in the same year he writes-^ 

" I went to set ap the bookes in ye English Library, 
and was croased beo : my mind was so foolish to be set 
on snoh a th : as to be ye cheife doer in setinge np ye 
books. In that wee came iast at 3 wch was service time, 
and besides weh wee oonld not bring the th : to perfec- 
tion this night as wee desired. I was dull ys eveninge, 
& so nnfit for any bosynes." 

The old man's hopes were eventually realised, 
and on the 1st January, 1661-2, he tells us that 
after dinner 
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"Mr. Minshull Kent for mee, & wee perfeoted onr 
aooonnte about ye Engl, library." 
Mr. Minshnll, of whom mention has preyionsly 

been mad^ was a wealthy apothecary. He resided 

at Ohorlton Hall, and was treasurer to Ohet- 

ham's feoffees. 

On the 27th January the diarist adds :-— 
. " I alLso perfeoted yehnsynes in ye English library." 

And finally, on the 2nd Ootober, 1662^ he 
writeif :— 

" I spent my time in yeiweinge ye English bookes in 
the library, and in writeing over the oatologne of ym." 

A copy of the ** accoumpt " and of the cata- 
logue of the books, comprising 65 folio volumes 
and 137 quartos, was contributed to Notes and 
Queries (Nob. 187-8, 1877) by that indefatigable 
antiquary Mr. J. E. Bailey, F.S.A. 

After the dissolution of the chantries in the 
reign of Edward YI., the fabric of Jesus Ohapel, 
which had been built in 1507 by Richard Bez- 
wicke, one of the merchant princes of the day, 
remained in the possession of his descendants, 
during which time, as well as after its transfer 
to the town by Henry Pendleton, who had in- 
herited from the founder through the female 
line, it was used as a place of sepulture ; and 
Newcome, in one of the entries in his diary, 
mentions that his son Daniel's wife, a Mistress 
Jane Lime, who died May 7, 1678, was buried 
on the 11th '* in the English Library." The 
practice, though furnishing a source of income, 
was not without its inconveniences, and this led 
to the following order at the Michaelmas 
Leet, October 5, 1669, regulating the size of any 
grayestones that might thereafter be laid down 
within the building :— - 
YHiereafl them is a Ghappell belonginge to the towne 
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on the South side of the Mandheater Ghnroh, called by 
the name of Jeens Chappell that seVaU persona have 
bozied in and layd larger stones than is convenient to 
the prejudice of the towne This present Jury doe order 
that the Constables shall from tyme to tyme ta.ke speoiall 
care that no p'sons shaU breake npp the Gronnd there 
to lay any graye stone above a yard in breadth and t^^o 
yards in length that noe persons bat the Inhabitants of 
Manor shall have any priviledge to buy there except 
the(y) pay double to the Inhabitants of the said towne 
that the Clarks take speciall care for the keepinge of it 
deane & openinge & shnttinge of the Bookes & for 
their yearely paynes shall either of them receive ffive 
shillings a yeare from the Constables. 

This order was oonfirmed by another dated 12 
April, 1681 : 

Whereas an order was made at Michmas Leete 1669 
concemeinge the ChappeU bebngeingetothe Towne on 
the sonth side of Manchestr Chnroh called by the name 
of Jesns Chappell reciting that whereas sev'aU p'sons 
bad buried in tne saide Chappell and laid larger stones 
than was convenient to the p' judioe of the Towne Itt 
was then ordered that the Constables sho'ld from tyme 
to tyme take speoiall oare that noe p'sons sho'ld breake 
npp the grounde there to lay any grave stone above a 
yard broad and twoe yards longe and that noe p'sons 
but the Inhabitants of Manchestr sho'ld have any pri- 
viledge to bury there ezoept they pay double dutye or 
fFeesto the Inhabitants of this towne and that the 
Clarkea of the Church take speoiall oare for the keepe- 
inge of it deane and to open and shutt the bookes 
within the said Ciiappell and to receive yearly from the 
Constables for fudh their care and paynes ffive shillings 
apeece Wee this pr'sent jury doe renew and confirme 
the said order and doe f urthr ordr the same method and 
direooons bee still observed and kept as by the saide 
former order is lymitted and appointed. 

The BnbBeqnent history of this Library has 
been la part gleaned by Canon Raines from the 
Byrom Evidenoes at Kersall Cell. On the 20 
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Sepr.» 1681, Robert Hjde, of Denton, Esqr., the 
only anrriving trustee of the original eighteen, 
in pursuance of the Trust reposed in him, 
oonveyed Jesus Chapel and the Library 
therein to Nicholas Stratford, D.D., Warden 
of Manchester; Edward Mosley, of Hulme ; 
Esqr.; Oswald Motley, of Ancoats, Esqr. ; 
James Lightbowne, Esq. ; John Hartley,. of 
Strangeways, Esq.; Robert Hyde, of Hyde 
Bank, in the county of Chester, son and heir 
apparent of the said Robert Hyde, Esq.; Francis 
Mosley, elerk, one of the Fellows of the Col- 
legiate Church of Manchester ; John Biroh^ of 
Ordsall, gent. ; Samuel Harmer, gent., and 
John Ouldfield, gent., all of Manchester, in 
trust; all of whom, with the exception of the 
Warden of Manchester and Samuel Harmer 
and John Ouldfield were of the families of the 
first trustees. 

On the 4 Septr, 1705, Nicholas, Lord Bishop 
of Chester, late Warden of Manchester ; Oswald 
Mosley, ef Ancoats, Esq.; Edward Booth, of 
Manchester, gent.; John Sandiforth and John 
Ouldfield, of the same, gentlemen, the then 
trustees, conyeyed Jesus Chapel, &c., to the 
Rey. Richard Wroe, LL.D., Warden of Man- 
chester; Ralph Hartley, of Strangeways, Esq., 
Oswald Mosley, of Rolleston, Esq., Qeorge 
^got, gent.; Robert Alexander, gent. ; Edward 
Byrom, gent. ; Edward Scott, gent. ; Joseph 
Byrom, gent. ; Samuel Cloughs (Clowes P), 
gent. ; Joseph Walker, gent.; John Moss, gent.; 
Gkkmaliel Lloyd, gent. ; Richard Butler, gent.; 
and William Hunter, gent., all of Manchester, 
intrust. 

On the 8 March, 1749, Sir Oswald Mosleyt 
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Bart., of BoUeston, William HoDier, aad Richard 
Butler, both of Matnohester, genil«inen, the sor- 
vinng trustees named in the last abstraeted 
deed oonveyed Jesus Chapel, &c., to Oswald 
MoBley, the younger, Esq., Franois Reynolds, of 
Strangeways, Esq., George Lloyd, of Alkring- 
ton, Esq., Thomas Pigot, Bdward Greaves, and 
John Bradshaw, Esqrs., Rev. Samuel Peploe, 
clerk, LL.B., James Walker, Bachelor of Medi- 
cine, Edward Byrom, gent., John Moss, gent., 
Edward Byrom, the younger, gent., Samuel 
Ciowen, the younger, gent., and Joseph Ban- 
croft, gent., all of Manchester, in trust. 

And, lastly, on the 26 Ueor., 1804, Samuel 
Clowes, of Broughton Hall, in the county of 
Lancaster, but then of Warmesworth Hall, in 
the connfcy of York, Esqr., grandson and heir-at- 
law of Samuel Clowes, the last surviying trustee 
in the deed of 1749, CDnveyed Jesus Chapel, &c., 
to John Coupe, of Broughton, Esq., and he 
re-conveyed the same to Sir Oswald Mosley, of 
BoUeston, Bart.; the Bight Hon. the Lord 
Ducie, of Strangeways; Henry Atherton, of 
Lincoln's Lin, Esqr.; John Bradshaw, of Darcy 
Lever, Esqr.; Edward Greaves, of Culcheth, 
Esqr.; JohnDickanson, of Leighton-Buzzard, in 
trust. 

The chapel had for several generations been 
the burial place of the Byrom family, and from 
that circumstance was commonly known as the 
Byrom Chapel, and was in fact claimed as their 
property. Palmer, in his architectural descrip- 
tion of the Collegiate Church, given in Dr. 
Hibbert's " FoundationB," says that in 1829 
Miss Eleanors Byrom, of Kersall, granted to the 
churchwardens of Manchester her permission 
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for the cliapel to be used as a regiatiy for 
transactixig the parochial bnsineBB, but long 
before that time both Prestwich's Library 
and the books bequeathed by Chetham had 
disappeared. Indeed, says Mr. Bailey, so 
early as 1685 ominons inquiries began 
to be made by the feoffees of Chetham's 
Hospital as to '' What hath been received for Mr. 
Preistwich's Library P" " Where was the re- 
mainder P" and " Who had the Oatalogne P" It 
was replied as to what had been " received of 
Mr. Prestwioh" that on March 4, 1681, £10 had 
been Ireceived by Dr. Stratford, the Warden ; 
and on May 12, 1682, £40 by Mr. Peter Birch; 
that the remainder of the books were, '* for any- 
thing we know," in the hands of Mr. Peter 
Birch, and that the catalogue was in 
the hands of Dr. Stratford. Palmer says that 
in 1830 the boo^s of Chetham's bequest having 
for some time past " been neglected, they had 
fallen into decay, so that latterly nothing re- 
mained bnt the desks, a few tattered books, and 
remnants of loose chains. When the chantry was 
converted into a registry the fragments were re- 
moved to Chetham's Hospital." From the 
hospital the books went into the second-hand 
book-shops, and some of them into the possession 
of the Shndehill dealers, from whom it is said 
a portion were subsequently purchased by the 
president of the Chetham Society. Such is the 
story of the first Free Public Library of Man- 
chester. 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 





